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30 minute tours will be 
running between the 

following times:  
Saturday 12 and Sunday 
13 December 4:15 pm to 
approximately 7:30 pm.   
Come and experience the 

wonder of the birth of 
Jesus, by phoning Gaynor 

Wilkinson on 0114 2368726 
to book your tour in 

advance.  All tours are 
FREE, but it’s essential 

that you book in advance. 

N o, we're not thinking of Santa!  At Totley Rise 
we have literally hundreds of visitors each 

Christmas time.  Last year over 1000 came from 
Totley, Dore, Bradway and beyond.  Mainly they came 
to 'Journey to Bethlehem', taking a 30 minute tour 
through scenes leading up to the birth of Jesus on the 
very first Christmas Day.  With sheep in the field, 
'stallholders' displaying some of the sights and tastes of 
the time and a real baby in the stable.  We aim to help 
people to understand a little better what that first 

Christmas must have been like, and 
that the real Christmas is about a God w h o 
loved the world so much that he gave us H i s 
son. 

So who's coming for Christmas?  Well lets see... 
there's the prophet Isaiah, the Roman centurions, 
the market folk, the sheep, the dancers, the 
innkeeper and his family, the shepherds, the 
census taker, the Angel Gabriel, Joseph, Mary, 
the baby Jesus ....… and ....… we hope ....…you! 
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T he Apostle Paul, once a fierce opponent of the 
early Christian church had an epiphany before 

epiphanies were fashionable.  He went from 
persecuting the followers of Jesus to claiming, ‘For 
me (Paul) to live is Christ’.  Paul’s change of heart 
was no small change, for it went against everything 
he had lived for up to that point in his life.  

The following insight from the bible helps us to 
understand more about Jesus for ourselves. 

He, Jesus, is the Alpha & Omega; He was, He is, 
He is to come.  He is the Prince of Peace who calms 
my soul.  He is the Good Shepherd who guides my 
soul.  He is the Great High Priest who redeems my 
soul.  He is the King of kings who governs my soul.  
He is the Beloved who loves my soul.  He is the 
Judge of the living and the dead who vindicates my 
soul.  He is the Resurrection and the Life who 
preserves my soul.  He is the Great I Am who 
assures my soul.  

Jesus - enough?  He is more than enough!  When 
I’m hungry, He’s the bread of life.  When I’m lost, 
He’s the way that leads home.  When I’m trapped, 
He’s the door to freedom.  When I’m uncertain, He’s 
the rock.  When I’m speechless, He’s the word.  
When I’m in despair, He’s the bright and morning 
star.  When I’m soiled, He’s the lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world.  When I’m afraid, 
He’s the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  When I’m 
impoverished, He’s the unspeakable gift.  When I’m 
in darkness, He’s the light.  

As Christmas and a New Year draw near, would you 
ask yourself one question, ‘Who is Jesus to me?’ My 
prayer for you is that you will discover Jesus is more 
than enough. 

Love and every blessing, 

Garry Dawson-Jones 
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N atalie is the Artistic Director and co-founder of 
True Theatre as well as an ordained minister in the 

Church of England. She worked for some years in 
commercial theatre, playing roles such as Desdemona 
and Lady Macbeth, before retraining at theological 
college.  She has recently had a baby and also works 
part-time as curate in Burford, in the Cotswolds, as well 
as writing and performing theatre which explores the big 
and the small issues of life. 

With her gift for uncovering the comedy and tragedy in 
the lives of ordinary people in the Bible, in HIS FIRST 
BIRTHDAY PARTY, Natalie explores the reality not only 
of being a mother for the first time but being the mother 
of the Messiah.  As Mary prepares to celebrate the first 
birthday of her son, she remembers how it all started and 
wonders about what is to come. 

You are all invited to come and celebrate HIS FIRST 
BIRTHDAY PARTY! at Lunch Break on Monday 30 
November 12 noon to 2.00 pm. 

More details available from Margaret Stone 2361186, 
Pat Barlow 2366018, or Dawn Dawson-Jones 2363157. 
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E arlier this year there was a baptism 
service at TRM with a difference. Nine 

adults were all baptised by immersion at the 
front of the church. One of those being 
baptised was Ken Bryant. Here is what he said 
at the service. 

“It is an honour to be here today to be 
baptised in front of you all - thank you for this 
honour. 

As some of you may know, becoming a 
Christian is recent for me. I’ve been attending 
this church for just over a year now, and this 
church is the first church I have ever regularly 
attended. 

I was christened as a child and God has been 
in my life all along, however, I wasn’t always 
aware of God’s presence. I was distant from 
God with a false confidence, feeling awkward 
and restless for 25 years, which is a life 
sentence. That was until I met Rachel 18 
months ago. Since this time I have come to 
know what true love really is and what it 
means to be loved by God, and to know that 
he was really listening when I asked for a soul 
mate. 

It may sound cliché but it’s so true - I was 
blind, but now I see, and it’s from this point of 
view that I commit my life to Jesus Christ in 
front of you all.” 

A fter another August which promised long hot days 
but delivered cool temperatures and rain, planning a 

barbecue for a Saturday afternoon in early September 
might have been considered foolhardy.  However, the 
Church Stewards obviously knew better and the church 
family gathered for a family barbecue and games on the 
afternoon of 12 September. We were blessed with fantastic 
weather as not only did the rain hold off but the sun also 
put in an appearance.  

Food took the form of the usual barbecue fare, expertly 
singed by Nick and served with a beaming smile thanks to 
the announcement of his and Julie’s engagement.  The 
casual atmosphere provided a great opportunity to chat and 
catch up on the adventures of the summer, while for those 
of a more sporting mind (mostly under 11) a giant 
inflatable ball provided great entertainment. 

This, however, was just the start of the activities for what 
has now become the annual event of a Gathering In 
weekend.  The morning service on Sunday 13 September 
provided part 2 of the weekend and took on a somewhat 
different format.  It’s not often that you get the chance to 

see your minister being landed with a custard pie 
squarely in the middle of his face, but that was 
undoubtedly one of the highlights of the morning!  Steve 
Macbeth joined us from Tricks for Truth to lead the 
service and brought with him a touch of magic as he 
performed various tricks including magically joining bits 
of string of different lengths, Russian Roulette with 6 
hard boiled eggs and one raw one and ‘Splat in the Face’.  
The message behind Steve’s tricks was that we all have 
choices to make in our lives but do we make the right 
choices.  Lots of people look at the Bible and think that it 
is just a dead, empty book, others think it is black and 
white and boring but when we really read it we can see 
that God is there influencing people’s lives and guiding 
them in the right direction.  Steve used the examples of 
the lives of both Jonah and Moses to demonstrate that 
there is only one way that we should go and that is God’s 
way.  He is only a heartbeat away and his blessings are 
there for us every day.  Our choices become so much 
easier if God is there on our side. 

Gathering In weekend left all those who had attended 
feeling well nourished, both spiritually and physically, 
and uplifted ready for the start of a new church year. 

���������������

��������� �!�"� �#�!��$�

I  was so pleased to be asked to write something for the Alive! 
magazine under the title of finding God in caretaking, because I 

now know how important it is to speak the good word of God, and 
being the caretaker at Totley Rise, I am privileged to witness all the 
wonderful things he does through the family of a church like this.  
For me the church is not just a place that gets used on a Sunday for 
worship. It is a place God brings people every day of the week to do 
his work. From the people who work with the young folk, to the 
people who gather together for lots of good and worthy reasons. 
People who do all the amazing fundraising. People who make sure 
Sunday morning's worship runs like clockwork. These people come 
here, and there are far too many to mention by name. They come 
every day and it is a wonderful thing to be part of. 
When my family and I came here we never expected to feel such a 
belonging, but from day one we did. Someone asked me the other 
day what is it like to work and live at the same place – do I feel like 
I'm always at work.  For some caretakers this may be true, but for 
me it’s not. It’s HOME.  
Sometimes when I have finished cleaning the church and turned off 
all the lights and I am just about to leave, I feel a need. It's a need to 
go to the front of church and just sit there. Sometimes I pray and 
sometimes I just sit there in the dark with my thoughts. It was on one 
of these nights I came to the realisation that yes, there is a lot of evil 
in this world and a lot of wrong doings, but if you look and you open 
your heart to God you will see a lot more good in the world and 
probably in places you never expected to see it. Like the song says, 
our God is an Awesome God. So if we look with our hearts as well 
as our eyes we can find God, he is everywhere. He is our GOD. 
Dean Duke. 
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A fter a summer break the team of 
people from TRM and Totley 

All Saints church have renewed their 
commitment to pray with people who 
want it, away from church premises. 
The new landlady at the Fleur de Lys 
pub has welcomed our initiative and, 
with her support and permission, we 
are using the front room weekly on 
Saturdays from 11.00 to 1.00 pm.  
The change of time is to allow people 
who find daytimes during the week 
difficult to come to be prayed with.  If 
you know of people who would like 
to be prayed with – and find it 
difficult or embarrassing to come to 
church – please tell them of this new 
time and opportunity.  We have 
already seen God do some great 
things in these times and look for Him 
to do more. 
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T he TRM Autumn series on Prayer began on 
Sunday 27 September. On the day this newsletter is 

published we shall reach halfway, with Viv Thomas 
preaching on the Lord’s prayer. 

Peter Holmes set the scene for the series by saying that 
its primary aim was not that we should know more 
about prayer but that we should pray more and be more 
real in our prayers. He based his sermon on two 
questions – what is prayer? and why pray? Many of us 
get prayer wrong because we come at it with wrong 
perceptions. He quoted the Baptist minister Jim 
Graham’s aphorism: 

Prayer is not so much our moving God into our 
world to solve our problems as it is God moving 
us into His world to serve His purposes.  

True prayer is developing an intimate relationship with 
God and involves us being real with Him – a theme 
followed up by Margaret Hoyle in the second service in 
the series. Peter concluded his sermon with the 
encouragement that we should pray so that we  

·    see things with the eyes of Jesus 

·    feel things with the heart of Jesus 

·    think things with the mind of Jesus and  

·    do things in the power and compassion of 
Jesus. 

The series continues into November, ending on 22 
November. Don’t miss it. 
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O ur leadership team has been looking at priorities 

for the the church and for how we live Christian 
lives. Here is a brief summary of their thinking: 

Totley Rise Methodist Church is committed to 
“Seeking first the Kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). 
We do that best when we give time and space 
corporately and personally in our worship and 
everyday lives to: 

1) Host God’s Presence 

2) Display God’s Power 

3) Feel and share the Passion of God 

4) Live out the Purpose of God 

All of the above are inherent in the 'Lifeshapes 
triangle' (Mike Breen 2004).  We should seek to live 
our lives in 3 dimensions as Jesus did:  He lived his 
life in this way:  

UP – with his Father 

IN – with his chosen followers 

OUT – with the hurting world around him. 

UP, IN, and OUT will help us to fulfil God’s call on 
our lives to love God and to love others. Matthew 
22:37-39 'Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind”. This is the first and greatest commandment.  
And the second is like it: “Love your neighbour as 
yourself”. 
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Births 

Janet and Mick Savage have 
become grandparents again.  
David and Viv produced a sister 
for Daisy, born on 24 August, 
Lola Jess. 

Rachel and Mark Whittaker 
have also produced a 
granddaughter for David and 
Lynda Slegg, Hannah Connie-
May, born on 30 August. 

Congratulations to both the above 
families. 

Baptism 

In October, TRM welcomed into 
the church family Christopher 
James Elliott, son of Neil and 
Janine. 

Engagement 

Nick Whitworth and Julie 
Gascoyne have become 
engaged!  The whole church 
family congratulate you both and 
everyone is delighted to share 
your happiness. 

Special Birthdays 

Ian Thompson celebrated his 
50th birthday in September, and 
Edna Griffin her 90th birthday, 
also in September. Many happy 
returns to you both! 

Wedding Anniversary 

Alive! congratulates Ruth and 
Richard Lamb on their Ruby 
wedding anniversary on 11 
October, and thanks them for 
sharing a celebratory cake with 
us! 
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Sunday Services are at 10.30 am and 6.30 pm.  The first Sunday of each month is All Age Worship at 10.30 am. 
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Sun 1 9.00 am Holy Communion 

Mon 2 8.00 pm Messianic Dance 

Tue 3 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 

 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
No Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 

Wed 4 5.30-6.30 pm Quest 

Thu 5 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
6.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Firework Party at TRM 

Sat 7 11 am - 1 pm Prayers in the Pub 

Tue 10 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 

 
8.00 pm 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
No Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 
Tuesday Ladies, Spotlight on Totley, Avril 
Critchley 

Thu 12 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
7.00 - 8.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Youth Club 

Fri 13 9.15 am LEGO Walk 

Sat 14 11 am - 1 pm Prayers in the Pub 

Mon 16 8.00 pm Messianic Dance 

Tue 17 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 

 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
No Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 

Wed 18 5.30-6.30 pm Quest 

Thu 19 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
7.00 - 8.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Youth Club 

Sat 21 11 am - 1 pm 
7.30 pm 

Prayers in the Pub 
Totley Talents Evening at TRM 

Tue 24 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 

 
8.00 pm 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
No Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 
Tuesday Ladies, The Gasman Cometh, Dr 
Alan Caunt. 

Thu 26 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
7.00 - 8.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Youth Club 

Sat 28 11 am - 1 pm Prayers in the Pub 

Mon 30 12 - 2.00 pm Lunch Break, ‘His First Birthday Party’ with 
Natalie Garrett (see article, p.2) 

Sun 8 9.30 am Toddler Praise 
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Tue 1 9.30 - 10 am 

10 - 12 noon 
10 - 12 noon 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 

Wed 2 5.30-6.30 pm 
8.00 pm 

Quest 
Carols by Candlelight 

Thu 3 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
7.00 - 8.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Youth Club - Seb’s leaving party 

Mon 7 8.00 pm Messianic Dance 

Thu 10 1.30 - 3.00 pm Pushchair Club 

Sat 12 11 am - 1 pm 
4.15 - 7.30 pm 

Prayers in the Pub 
Journey to Bethlehem 

Sun 13 10.30 am 
 

4.15 - 7.30 pm 

J2B Sunday All Age Celebration, and Toy 
Service (toys go to the Shoebox Appeal) 
Journey to Bethlehem 

Tue 15 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 
10 - 12 noon 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 

Thu 17 1.30 - 3.00 pm Pushchair Club Christmas Party 

Sat 19  No Prayers in the Pub 

Tue 22 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 
10 - 12 noon 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 

Thu 24 4.00 pm Christmas Eve Crib Service 

Tue 8 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 
10 - 12 noon 

8.00 pm 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 
Tuesday Ladies Christmas Buffet 

Fri 25 10.00 am Christmas Day Celebration 

Sat 26  No Prayers in the Pub 

Tue 29  No Prayer Morning 
No Coffee Morning 
No Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 

Fri 11 9.15 am LEGO Christmas Walk and Buffet 

Sat 5 11 am - 1 pm Prayers in the Pub 

Sun 20 10.30 am 
6.30 pm 

Youth Church Christmas Service 
J2B Candlelit Carol Service 
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Tue 5 9.30 - 10 am 

10 - 12 noon 

10 - 12 noon 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 

Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM 

Wed 6 7.00 - 9.00 pm Prayer Event at TRM 

Thu 7 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
7.00 - 8.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Youth Club  

Sat 9 11 am - 1 pm Prayers in the Pub 

Tue 12 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 
10 - 12 noon 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM  

Thu 14 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
7.00 - 8.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Youth Club 

Tue 19 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 
10 - 12 noon 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM  

Thu 21 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
7.00 - 8.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Youth Club 

Tue 26 9.30 - 10 am 
10 - 12 noon 
10 - 12 noon 

Prayer Meeting 
Coffee Morning 
Woodseats Advice Centre at TRM  

Thu 28 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
7.00 - 8.30 pm 

Pushchair Club 
Youth Club 

Sun 10 10.30 am Covenant Service 

Sat 23 11 am - 1 pm Prayers in the Pub 

Sat 16 11 am - 1 pm Prayers in the Pub 

Sat 30 11 am - 1 pm Prayers in the Pub 
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Thursday 5 November, 6.30 pm  
     Free Food and Fireworks! 
       Don’t miss the bonfire night celebrations at 

TRM starting at 6.30 pm. There will be the 
usual soup and food and a great display of 
fireworks from round the bonfire.  A great time 
for the youngsters particularly.  Come and bring 
your friends and neighbours. 

 
Saturday 21 November, 7.30 pm 
    Totley Talents Evening at TRM (see page 8) 
 
Wednesday 2 December 8.00 pm in Church 
    Carols by Candlelight with Wednesday 

Friendship. Again this year we are delighted to 
welcome the Curbar and District United Choir, 
conducted by Ken Ellis.  It is followed by 
refreshments in the church lounge – all are 
welcome. 

 
Saturday and Sunday 12 and 13 December 
    Journey to Bethlehem (see front page)�
     tours start at 4.15 until approx. 7.30 pm 

           �

  Christmas Services 
Sunday 13 December,  
    10.30 am    J2B Sunday All Age Celebration 
 
Sunday 20 December 
    10.30 am    Youth Church Christmas Service 
    6.30 pm      J2B Candlelit Carol Service 
 
Thursday 24 December 
    4.00 pm      Crib Service 
 
Thursday 25 December 
    10.00 am    Christmas Day Celebration  

In the New Year 
The church family Christmas party is at 5.30 pm 
Saturday 30 January and the theme is the 60's; 
part of the fab five (Beatles) will make a guest 
appearance! 
Sunday 7 February - Chocolate Sunday is back! 
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I n August, children from Belarus came to TRM to 
party. They were here as guests of the Chernobyl/

Sheffield Link. They were hosted by the young 
people led by Ben, Joel and Seb.  They voted for a 
“Welcome to England” theme with fish and chips, 
puddings and traditional games.  There was 
darkness, smoke, bubbles, running around and 
screams of laughter.  Thanks to all the young people 

who took part - you were fantastic hosts! 
Christina Fitzsimmons �����
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I t’s been a busy month since the summer holidays with 
some changes and new faces. Goldmine and Fresh now 

run weekly at Dore Methodist Church and The Ark. This has 
enabled us to build momentum with these groups with more 
time together to build a stronger community and spend more 
time exploring our relationships with God. 

On Thursdays at Youth Club we are delighted to welcome our 
3 Cliff College students to the team. Nathan, James and Dee 
will be with us for a year and will be taking an important role 
in helping lead youth club and imagining what it can become 
instead of ‘just going through the motions’. The group of 
young people at youth club has stayed very much the same 
since the summer with only a few new faces. This also has 
been positive, as it has helped us build good relationships and 
empower, encourage and support them in their lives. On 
Thursday 29 October we had a Taste of Africa night. This 
night included sleeping outside with very little shelter, 
collecting and boiling water from the stream to drink and 
reflecting on how fortunate we are compared to many people 
worldwide. Through doing this we raised money for Adonai, 
a small Ugandan organisation that exists to support some of 
the most vulnerable children in a small Ugandan village, and 
for  Seb’s trip to Uganda in January. If you feel you would 
like to support Adonai, then please speak to me – there is a 
sponsor form at the back of church. 

Once again, thank you for your continued support and interest 
in what is happening with the young people. There are some 
exciting things happening in individuals’ lives and we look 
forward to seeing what God will do in the coming months. 

Every Blessing,   Seb 
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New Faces 

R egulars at TRM will have noticed three new faces 
amongst those helping with the youth work in the 

church. Here one of them, James, gives a brief 
introduction. We hope to include further details in later 
issues of Alive!  
I am James and I am a first year student at Cliff College. 
Cliff is well known for mission work and over the 
decades has been involved in many missions nationwide 
and even worldwide. However, this year, the faculty, 
after much prayer and thought, has decided that the 
students should be involved more in local mission so 
that relationships can be built, as this is a vital part of 
evangelism. 
So, myself, Nathan (second year) and Dee (third year) 
have been chosen to be a part of the Methodist Church at 
Totley Rise and help with the Youth Club that happens 
every week.  
As a group of students, we are really excited to be able 
to be a part of the church family and to see how God 
uses us for His glory to help the people of Totley Rise 
and the surrounding area, especially the youth. We also 
believe that we will be blessed by the whole church 
community! 
Thank you so much to all those who have already made 
us feel welcome. 
On our part we all want to say thank you for coming to 
help us out and may God bless you in all that you do. 
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O n Saturday 17 October, 50 or so 

adults of all ages and representing 
all stages of the Christian life journey, met 
at TRM to review and develop several of 
the areas we studied earlier this year 
during the series ‘Five Practices of a 
Fruitful Congregation’.  Focus was based 
around the practices of Intentional Faith 
Development, Risk Taking, Mission and 
Service, and Passionate Worship, each of 
which was presented to us all by different 
groups of church members. 
Thanks are due to Fellowship Group 7 for 
their ingenious ‘Parsons’ Den’ sketch, 
which showed us how set in our ways we 
can be, saying ‘and for that reason, I’m 
out’, too easily when new ideas are 
suggested for us to try in our church life. 
Garry drew together many strands of Faith 
Development, stressing the need to share 
things in our Christian life, as well as the 
importance of small groups where we can 
grow ourselves, encourage others and 

reach out to the community. 
The Risk taking strand was introduced 
by Stuart Barlow and Richard Deeks, 
who reminded us of the Biblical 
passages containing the Great 
Commission, ‘Go and make disciples of 
all men’ and the Great Commandment, 
‘Love your neighbour as you love 
yourself’, encouraging us all to live and 
tell what we believe, to be loving, 
patient and witnessing, always and 
everywhere.  
Our final session was on Passionate 
Worship, presented by Fellowship 
Group 6 and Special Guest, John 
Wesley!  We were encouraged always 
to have an eye to God, and aim to please 
him in our worship.  A witty sketch 
showed us how easy it can be to 
criticise our church, but how equally 
easy it can be to change things, get 
involved, and do everything for the love 
of God. 
Every session ended with a time to 
gather in small groups to discuss 

possible ways forward, and the many 
contributions offered were written 
down and passed on to the Leadership 
Group and the Stewards for further 
action, or discussion.  This was an 
opportunity for all present to contribute 
to the future fruitfulness of church life 
at TRM. 
Worship permeated the whole day and 
was inspiringly led at the beginning and 
end of proceedings by Sally Rhodes, to 
whom we say a big ‘thanks’.  Thanks 
also to the folk who ran the children’s 
activities, and thanks especially to the 
Stewards who provided an unending 
quantity of quality tea, coffee and 
delicious biscuits. 
The close of the day saw us all stand to 
say together an ‘Awayday Declaration’, 
a statement of our desire to serve God 
in the life of Totley Rise and beyond, 
developing and promoting the fruitful 
practices on which we had reflected 
during our time together.  Thanks be to 
God for this opportunity. 
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W e visited Hillcrest Aids Centre near 
Durban, South Africa, in September 

2009. We were impressed by how much work 
is being carried out by the Centre, and how 
each part of the work fits together to support 
those who are living with, or affected by HIV/
AIDs.  The money from FOILAIDS funds the 
Respite Centre, but the Centre as a whole also 
provides: diagnosis of HIVAIDs, educational 
programmes, ‘granny projects’, and training of 
sufferers of HIVAIDs and/or members of their 
families in horticulture, beadwork, and selling 
second hand clothes. Together, this support 
helps families to build sustainable lives. 
Underpinning the work is the christian ethos 
of ‘unconditional love’, no matter where 
people come from or what they have done.   

During our visit, we observed that the Centre 
was well organised, with high standards of 
cleanliness. The Respite Centre had 21 beds in 
the main ward, and three separate rooms for 
infectious TB patients.  At the time of our 
visit, the Respite Centre was running at full 
capacity, with a waiting list.  The members of 
staff were very positive and optimistic, even 
though 11 patients had passed away in the 
previous two weeks.  The ward was light and 
airy, with a calm yet friendly atmosphere, and 
opened out onto a lawn and a peaceful garden 
of remembrance.  Our overwhelming 
impression is that the members of staff have a 
real passion for their work, and that each 
person supported by the Centre is valued and 
loved.  

Pauline and Peter Dibben 

The FOIL Quiz was not only great fun but a great 
success for raising funds for AIDS relief in South 
Africa.  In the event it was a closely fought contest, 
with only half a point separating the two top teams.  
But the fun is in the participation more than the 
winning and, as has become the custom, the winning 
team shared the spoils with all other participants. 
Pauline Dibben reported on the visit she and Peter had 
made to the Hillcrest Aids Centre and how the FOIL 
money was being used.  A full report is available at 
TRM.  One fact is that before our support they were 
planning a 16 bed Respite Centre, with our support they 
have been able to run 24 beds.   

A total of £243 was raised for the FOIL AIDS charity; 
many thanks to all who supported, including those who 
could not come. Just to show you what you missed - 
what in the New Testament immediately follows 2 
Corinthians chapter 13 (no cheating) and can you 
identify the two film stars below? 
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T he BBC and ITV may be involved in a Saturday 
evening ratings war between ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ 

and ‘The X Factor’ but they have yet to face their real 
competition.  Yes on 21 November anybody with a real eye 
or ear for talent will be vacating their sitting room in favour 
of the delights of the TRM church hall and the spectacle 
which is Totley Talents!  Over the years the Totley Talents 
show has built up a reputation for a fantastic evening of 
diverse entertainment and despite pleas from the organisers 
of the Edinburgh festival to move the event north, the 

organisers have stayed true to the shows roots (not 
least because Edinburgh Talents does not scan so 
well) and will again present a spectacular collection 
of acts at the church on the Rise.  So for a great 
evening’s entertainment mark 7:30 pm on the 21 
November in your diary and come along to the TRM 
church hall.  Tickets will be available from Peter and 
Phyl Holmes, Peter and Pauline Dibben, and Dave 
Harvey.  All proceeds from the event go to the FOIL 
AIDS charity which supports work with Aids 
sufferers in South Africa. 

�������

�����
!$�(���
�-1�



Seb Allwright has played a key role in TRM's youth 
activities for the last few years. Here he explains what he'll 
be doing next.... 
 

I n December I will be leaving the tarmac roads, the 
fish 'n' chip shops, the fortunate people, the good 

people of Dore and Totley to go and live in the land of 
dusty roads, rice and beans, the not so fortunate, the 
broken and hurting people, the precious people of 
Uganda. 

When I was little, my family and I went to Gibraltar. 
We stood on the rock that is the nearest point to Africa 
from Europe and I was fascinated by the fact that I 
could see Africa.  I was only disappointed that I 
couldn’t see mud huts and little fires. But there and 
then my love for Africa started.  I'd always been 
moved by the pictures we see on the TV, then, during 

the summer of 2003, the chance came for 
me to go to there. I went to the ‘pearl of 
Africa’, Uganda, and as soon as I stepped 
foot on the runway, felt the warmth and 
heard the crickets and smelt the smell I fell 
in love with the country.  Since then I have 
been to Uganda 5 times, all of them with 
amazing experiences meeting wonderful 
people and building many strong 
relationships. 

All of this has led me to the decision to go 
and spend at least a year there.  I will be 
joining a project called ABIDE (http://
kehnsjam.com/abide/) in a town called 
Mbarara.  A group of 12 boys who have just 
finished secondary school go to live at 
ABIDE for 6 months of intensive 
discipleship and leadership training. I will 
be living with these boys, teaching and 
mentoring them for 6 months in Christian 
faith, character and leadership.  The 
following 6 months I will work with new 
students in a local university, supporting 

them and running Christian Unions.  

I will be sad to leave Sheffield, especially Dore and Totley.  
I have made many wonderful friends, all of whom I love and 
will miss dearly.  But life's a journey to become the people 
we were created to be - and this is my next step.  I hope that 
many of you will keep in touch and if anybody would like to 
know more about what I’m doing or support me in any way 
then please contact me. I will be keeping a blog on www.
sebinuganda.blogspot.com.  

So from the bottom of my heart, thank you for your 
friendship, your support and your love, may God Bless you 
on the journey of life. 

With much love, Seb.     

Email: seballwright@hotmail.com 
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A part from shoeboxes we have 
been involved in aid for Belarus.  

Up to this year and the credit crunch all 
has gone well.  However, the many 
projects that SPI are involved in, such 
as clean water, HIV/Aids and 
emergency work, have cost around 
25% more. As these are life saving as 
opposed to life "enriching", and you 
simply cannot suddenly stop digging 
boreholes etc, our aid work had to go 
on hold unless we and others could 
raise our own funds for a lorry. 

Several people were very generous and 
offered help. Margaret Couldwell 

organised a Barn Dance and Anne 
Wiles’s Fellowship group held a 
coffee morning at Roger and 
Margaret's home. These two events 
plus donations from other people 
raised almost £1000. We raised 
another £360 from family and 
friends; Chesterfield warehouse and 
Churches raised the rest.  A massive 
thank you to all involved. We are 
pleased to say that the lorry went 
out on the 30 September. 

Our contribution was 261 cartons 
and suitcases averaging 20 kg of 
assorted good quality clothes and 

shoes, bedding and craft 
materials. We also sent 34 sewing 
machines 20 knitting machines, a 
word processor for a paralysed 
man who has had many poems 
published (someone is to help him 
with this). We also sent two 
printers and a pushchair and 
crockery.  By the time you read 
this they will all have been 
received with great delight.   

Thank you all so much for your 
kindness.  Any questions, please 
ask Freda and Brian. 


!$������)����
!$������)���� ��

�����
�



Minister: Rev Garry Dawson-Jones, 40 Wyvern Gardens, S17 3PR.  Tel: 236 3157 (Home)   235 1138 (Church Office) 
www.totleyrise.co.uk 

Editorial contact details:  Peter Holmes, Tel: 235 1897.  Or the Church Office, 1 Grove Road, Totley Rise, Sheffield 17 

V isitors to this year's Harvest Festival service 
were surprised to be greeted by stewards 

and some of the congregation in sundry items of 
uniform such as scout caps, school ties and 
epaulettes. It was part of the  youth church's 
initiative to raise funds for Andy Blake's charity 
HELPER (Hopeful, Educated, Loved, Prepared, 
Empowered, Released). Andy is based in 
Kigoma, Tanzania, where education is free, but to 
attend school the students need to 
have a uniform which 
costs around £20. Church 
members had earlier been 
encouraged to buy cut-out 
figures and design a 
uniform. The figures  
decorated the church as a 
reminder of the support 
needed. Over £300 was 

raised. 
Also there in uniform were the brownies who acted 
out their own interpretation of the parable of the good 
Samaritan. 
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T he football match between TRM and Totley All 
Saints on 17 October was a great occasion.  We'll 

gloss over the score - but TRM were taking their recent 
encouragement to be 'generous givers' to extremes! 
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